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United Way is committed to standing with our
communities and supporting those impacted
by the COVID-19 outbreak.

211 is tracking the latest information related to
Coronavirus (COVID-19.) You can call, text or chat
to speak with someone directly.
211.org/services/covid19
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United Way 2-1-1 provides free and confidential
health and human services information for people
in Minnesota. We’re here 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week to connect you with the resources and
information you need. If you’re looking for
information about services available in your
community for you or a loved one, we’re here to
help. www.211unitedway.org/

In this time of need, EVERFI is here to help families bring learning to life at home with online
lessons to support real world-skills. Want to make sure your students are still building their
character muscle during distance learning? Character Playbook is a free resource available
for middle school students to support healthy character development!
Please visit characterplaybook.com to get your students started.
Character Playbook is the NFL and United Way’s signature digital program that trains middle
school students on how to cultivate and maintain healthy relationships, make good decisions
and step in when they see questionable activity.
The program has helped more than 250,000 students learn how to cultivate and maintain
healthy relationships since it was launched in 2016.

How does the COVID-19 Pandemic affect my legal rights?
Legal aid is still open and serving
Minnesotans. Do you have some of the
following concerns?
1. What does the “Stay at Home” order
mean for me?
2. What if I don’t feel safe at home?
3. What if I lost my job because of the
Pandemic?

Find your local legal aid office and see if you
qualify for legal aid by visiting
LawHelpMN.org and using the LawHelpMN
Guide or the Providers and Clinics Directory.

Executive Director, Mary Phillipe
Over the past several weeks I've
had the opportunity to visit with
many of you either virtually or by
phone. Some of you are
experiencing crowded households
with children returning home from
college, or they have returned due
to the loss of employment. Some
parents are feeling overwhelmed
with managing school at home
and some are experiencing isolation. My hope through all of
this pandemic ripple is that you and your loved ones remain
healthy and are not negatively impacted.
Unfortunately, we know that many of our friends and
neighbors are already impacted financially and the demand
for basic needs has experienced a large increase.
United Way funded programs such as Salvation Army,
MAHUBE-OTWA, North Country Food Bank and Someplace
Safe continue to work on the front lines delivering services

where they are needed most. We are grateful!
Our internal programs such as Imagination Library, and the
Feeding Backpack program are continuing to serve children.
In addition, we are hopeful our schools will be returning to
regular session in the Fall and we are preparing to serve
families through Stuff the Bus.
On March 6th our board met to set goals for the next three
years through the process of a needs analysis and an
evaluation of our current situation. Very quickly after the
workshop, our world turned upside down and now we need
to reevaluate our community needs and develop relevant
strategies to help our communities thrive right now.
We know that our community members are giving and
volunteering now in non-traditional ways and United Way
plans to provide donors, volunteers and advocates
opportunities to give. We need to continue to be a
community partner meeting the relevant needs in our
communities. We thank you for LIVING UNITED and caring
for our communities during this unprecedented time.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESIDENT, JACKIE HENDRICKSON
Our world has
been tipped
upside down
and inside out!
Who would
have thought
the biggest
topic of
conversation
would be “how
did you make your face mask?”
Seriously, we are experiencing many
unusual and unexpected struggles.
People that are normally working are
spending their days at home. Elderly
people are not eating because they do
not want to take the risk of leaving the
safety of their home to get groceries.
So many are experiencing issues we
have just never considered, and this
creates such uncertainty in many lives.

What I am very certain of is how
thankful we are for the generosity of
our donors. Without this generosity,
United Way would not be able to unite
partners, volunteers and donors to
ensure our community continues to
thrive despite today’s challenges. We
continue to focus on how to help our
neighbors most in need. Examples
include, the 2-1-1 program, which helps
people to gather information on how to
find food, pay bills or locate help for
mental health concerns. The Feeding
Backpack program – even though the
kids are not in school, they are still
being supplemented with a little more
food to go along with the meals being
delivered through the school system
and Someplace Safe providing
services for crime victims. These are
just a few of the many services

supporting our community during this
time. And this can be done because of
the generosity of our donors, and for
this we are ever so grateful.
Watching the news, we see daily acts
of kindness, thoughtfulness and
compassion which are truly
heart-warming. One part of me wants
my world back to normal (I miss the
hugs!), but another part of me would
love to see this “over the top”
compassion continue which I believe is
already in the hearts of our donors.
A very big thank you to our donors and
all the people and organizations
serving others during this time. We
could not do it without all of you.
The time is always right to do what is
right. Martin Luther King, Jr.

YOUR UNITED WAY TEAM
Mary Phillipe, Executive Director — mphillipe@uwotw.org
218-736-5147
Meghana Anderson – Executive Assistant
manderson@uwotw.org - 218-736-5147
V O L U ME 14 , IS S U E 1

Page 2

GOVERNANCE
UNITED WAY OF OTTER TAIL & WADENA COUNTIES BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Executive Committee
President: Jackie Hendrickson

StoneL, Fergus Falls

Past President: Jeff Drake

Fergus Falls School District

Incoming/VP: Carolyn Glesne

Retired, Underwood

Secretary: Diane Thorson

Diane Thorson Public Health
Consulting LLC, Henning

Treasurer: Mick Siems

Mill Street Residence,
Fergus Falls

Members at Large
Pastor Tom Peterson

Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
Fergus Falls

Lori Mattfeld

United Community Bank,
Perham

Gary Sellman

Mid Central Federal
Savings Bank, Wadena

Diane Hanson

Bell Bank, Pelican Rapids

Jose Alba

Tri-County Health Care,
Wadena

JoAnn Thompson

Otter Tail Power Company

Tim Kelly

St. William’s Living Center,
Parkers Prairie

Casey Ward

Good Samaritan Society,
Battle Lake

Pat Sjolie

Perham Health

Sadie Christiansen

Tri-County Health Care,
Wadena

Mike Rowe

Henning Public Schools

UNITED WAY WELCOMES FOUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Sadie Christiansen is the Pat Sjolie is Vice President of Ancillary Services at Perham
Director of Human

Health and has been with the organization for eleven years.

Resources at Tri-County

Prior to Perham Health, Pat was the Director of the Medical

Health Care in

Laboratory Technician Program at M-State, Fergus Falls. Pat

Wadena. Sadie has been began her healthcare career at Lake Region Healthcare,

From Left: Mike Rowe, Sadie Christiansen,
Casey Ward and Pat Sjolie

in the HR profession for

Fergus Falls MN.

16 years, previously

Pat’s professional education began at M-State, Fergus Falls

working for Glencoe

with an AS degree in Medical Laboratory Technician followed

Regional Health

by a BS in Medical Technology and an MS in Clinical

Services. She earned

Laboratory Science from the University of North Dakota. Pat

a B.S. in Business Administration from St. Cloud State

and her husband Kirk live on McDonald Lake and enjoy ice

University. Sadie currently resides in Perham with her

fishing in the winter and pontoon rides in the summer. They

husband, Brett and two children Paiton (11) and Brennan

have 2 adult children and 2 grandchildren who fortunately live

(8). Sadie is happy to join the efforts of United Way and

in the area to enjoy family time.

assist in bringing resources and opportunity to the residents
of Wadena and Otter Tail County.

Casey Ward is the Administrator of the Good Samaritan
Society in Battle Lake. Casey grew up in Fergus Falls and is a

Mike Rowe is currently the Superintendent and Community

current resident of Fergus Falls. He attended Concordia

Education Director of Henning Public School. Before coming

College in Moorhead, majoring in business with

to Henning Mike worked 9-years at the ROCORI School

concentrations in long-term care administration and

District in Cold Spring, Minnesota. At ROCORI Mike was an

healthcare leadership. Upon graduation, Casey accepted a job

Elementary Teacher, District Instructional Coach, and Head

as a Nursing Home Administrator in International Falls, MN

Football Coach. Rowe has his B.S. in Education from Valley

with the Good Samaritan Society. Casey was able to relocate

City State University and his M.S. in Education and

back to Otter Tail County in August of 2018, when an

Administrative Leadership from St. Cloud State University.

Administrator position became available at the Good

Mike is married to Elisabeth, and they have three children

Samaritan Society in Battle Lake.

Avery, Ainsley, and Grayson.
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UNITED WAY PRIORITY AREA HIGHLIGHT - EARLY CHILDHOOD LITERACY
Dolly Parton’s
Imagination Library
program has been
operating in Otter Tail
County since 2013.
It’s through
Imagination Library that 500 local
children are able to enjoy books from
birth to age five. To date, over 44,000
books have been mailed to children all
over Otter Tail County with 2,617
children graduating from the program.
Women United works to support the
Imagination Library program for local
children through events and speaking

engagements. Recently, the Women
United signature event, “The Little
Black Dress & Black Tie Affair” was
postponed in April due to the Covid 19
Pandemic. We were fortunate that
many of the businesses who
committed to sponsoring the event
allowed us to hold the sponsorship
until we are able to reschedule.
With your help, Women United is
currently able to sustain enrollment at
500 children a month, which costs
close to $12,000 annually.
Currently we have 497 Otter Tail
County children on a waiting list for

this literacy program.
Will this program become available
in Wadena County?
Funding for Imagination Library falls
outside of the United Way annual
campaign funds. Local champions are
needed to help fund the program for
each geographical area identified for
service. If you have a love for early
literacy and you have an interest in
helping to fund this program in
Wadena County, we would love to have
a conversation with you. Please
contact us at 218-736-5147.

THE 12TH ANNUAL FRIENDS OF FRIENDS FIGHTING HUNGER EVENT PROVIDES $90,840
Henning – Serving 22 Children
Pelican Rapids – Serving 78 Children
Parkers Prairie – Serving 60 Children
Underwood- Serving 21 Children
Battle Lake – Serving 23 Children
United Way, now more than ever is
grateful to the Friends of Friends
Fighting Hunger committee for their
work to improve the lives of local
families and individuals in Otter Tail &
Wadena Counties.

Friends of Friends Committee
Members
Mary Therese Alberg
Catherine Barner
MacKenzie Barry
Shannon Britten
Woody & Connie Caspers
Food Shelves
Jill Damrau
Val Dietz
New York Mills Food Shelf
Sarah Govig
The Bridge Community Pantry –
Perham
Neil & Arne Gudmestad
Gary & Karalyn Harrington
Henning Community Food Shelf
Shanda Kraft
Prairie Food Shelf – Parkers Prairie
Battle Lake Food Shelf
Larry & Sue Krohn
Pastor Rob Nelson
Pelican Rapids Food Shelf
Mary Nordbeck
Project Share of Wadena
David & Mary Phillipe
Children’s Weekend Feeding Backpack Jason & Tina Reed
Program
Karen Stueve
Sue Sethre
Fergus Falls – Serving 165 Children
Erin Stumbo
Wadena – Serving 35 Children
Perham – Serving 165 Children
Glenna Thulin
Karen Zell-Verhelst
New York Mills – Serving 42 Children
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Paula Dietz, Auction Chair
Thank you for the generosity of
hundreds of local businesses and
individuals who supported the 12th
Annual Friends of Friends Fighting
Hunger event. It is needed more than
ever, now that so many of our friends
and neighbors are facing food
insecurity.
If you are interested in serving on this
committee, contact United Way at
218-736-5147.

Committee members from left: Sue Krohn,
Jill Damrau, Sarah Govig, Paula Dietz and
Mary Therese Alberg
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OTTER TAIL & WADENA COUNTY’S COMMUNITY INVESTMENT PANELS
The United Way Community
Investment process is the
method used to distribute
funds raised during the
United Way Annual
Campaign. United Way of
Otter Tail & Wadena
Counties currently operates
under a two-year funding
cycle. On January 1, 2020
the application for funding
was posted on the United
Way website with a deadline
of February 14. Forty,
qualifying, non-profit
programs applied for United
Way funding, requesting
$273,537 for Otter Tail
County programs, and
$51,012 for Wadena County
programs.

if the program should be
funded by United Way and at
what level of funding.
Volunteers were provided
with the applications of each
program they were
evaluating and training to
aid in preparation.
Community Investment
panels were facilitated in
Wadena, Perham, Battle
Lake, Fergus Falls and
Parkers Prairie.
Many thanks to the following
volunteers for giving of their
time and expertise to help
evaluate United Way funded
programs.

Wadena
Kallie Van De Venter
Sadie Christiansen
Neil Hutson
Jose Alba
Gary Sellman
Amy Kern
Katie Polman
Battle Lake
Ann Gibbs
Karalyn Harrington
Gary Harrington
Wadena Panel Volunteers
Darren Kern
During the week of March 9- Rebecca Michael
13, forty eight volunteers
Gary Vipond
from communities all over
Teresa Varney
Otter Tail and Wadena
Fergus Falls
Counties served on
Darren Krein
Community Investment
Jackie Hendrickson
Panels to help determine
Klara Beck
which programs should be
Tom Rufer
funded by United Way.
Tara Kempfer
Each panel evaluated up to
Stacey Herbel
seven programs, determined Eleanor Stadum
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Jane Neubauer
Troy Haugen
Mary Sieling
Lori Traiser
Jenna Noland
Greg Rausch
Tony Reinhardt
Becky Lee
Michael Burgraff
Ryan Jacobson
VJ Block
Carolyn Glesne
Chad Landman
Amy Baldwin
Parkers Prairie
Jim Arvidson
Nate Hillmer
Tim Kelly
Steve Radtke
Claudia A. Liljegren
Peter Lind

Parkers Prairie Panel Volunteers

Perham
Jason Koch
Pat Sjolie
Tracy Bieger
Sadie Christiansen
Erin Stumbo
Sue Sailer
Sue VonRuden

Following the community
panels, the Community
Investment Committee
reviewed the funding
recommendations, program
ranking scores, comments
and adjusted the
recommendations based on
the 2019 Campaign funding
available.

Perham Panel Volunteers

The United Way of Otter Tail
County Board of Director’s
will review the
recommendations at the
May, 2020 board meeting
and will provide a program
funding announcement
following the meeting on our
website, social media, letters
to applicants and local press
releases.
Thank you to all who helped
provide refreshments for our
volunteers, for providing
facilities for the panels to
meet and for those who
served to make
recommendations.
Thank you for LIVING
UNITED.
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2020 UNITED WAY STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION
United Way board members met in
1.Strategic Communications Ottertail City on March 6th and
Increase the awareness of our
embarked on a Strategic Planning
supporters and the community at
process to plan for the future. Board
large regarding the positive impact of
members thoughtfully discussed how
the organization.
we can provide the best possible
2.Sustainability - Grow, diversify and
service to our residents into the future. sustain long term funding, increase
engagement and strengthen donor
relationships to ensure long term
relevancy and sustainability.
3.Community Impact - Expand
Community Impact to improve lives
and make measurable community
change on target issues.
4.Leadership Development - Enhance
and incorporate ongoing strategies to
ensure effective leadership
From left: Board Members, Casey Ward &
JoAnn Thompson
development to include succession
The group worked through an analysis
planning for the Executive Director.
of our Internal strengths and
United Way leaders also worked
weaknesses and external opportunities
through an exercise of determining
and threats. Through this process the
critical areas to address for improving
group developed strategic objectives,
lives in Otter Tail & Wadena Counties.
and a long list of critical areas to
address in our communities.

1. Supportive Services
2. Income stability/employment
3. Physical & Mental Health
4. Housing
5. Education
6. Civic Engagement
Now it is the role of the Strategic
Planning committee to develop a work
plan and present the plan to the Board
of Directors for approval by year end,
2020.

From left: Board Members, Mick Siems. Jose
Alba and Casey Ward

THE TOOTH FAIRY VISITS THE PELICAN RAPIDS FIRST GRADE CLASS

The tooth fairy is an iconic symbol of
childhood, the same way we fondly

remember Santa Claus or the Easter
from United Way thanks to a grant
Bunny, we look back on the Tooth Fairy from West Central Initiative’s Early
with fond memories.
Childhood Dental Network.
On February 25th, United Way Board
Member, Diane Hanson served as our
Tooth Fairy to celebrate Children’s
Dental Health month. Dr Bethany
Baillargeon from Dakota Smiles & Dr
Dan Ditch from Pelican Dental, arrived
with their staff and provided examples
of easy and effective oral health habits
and what soft drinks & snacks children
should avoid to prevent tooth decay.
Each first grade student received a
new toothbrush, floss, & toothpaste
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THE CARES ACT PROVIDES NEW TAX ADVANTAGES FOR DONORS
There is a new financial incentive for
Americans to give generously to
qualifying charities, including United
Way of Otter Tail & Wadena
Counties and many of our
community partners.
The new universal tax break for
charitable donations was included in
the final $2 trillion COVID-19
stimulus package signed into law
and will go into effect starting with
the 2020 tax year.
The measure grants taxpayers an
above-the-line deduction for up to
$300 in charitable donations given in
2020. For example, if you take the
standard deduction and give $300 to
charity, you will get a $300 tax break
in addition to the standard
deduction.
Now is the perfect time to take
advantage of this “above-the-line”
opportunity and give to qualifying

charities providing critical services to
communities in Otter Tail & Wadena
Counties during this health and
economic crisis.
Here is the tax benefit break down
for those taking standard
deductions, itemized deductions and
corporate giving:
Standard Deduction
For people who take the standard
deduction, the CARES ACT allows
you to take a tax deduction for
contributions made to qualified
charitable entities up to $300 per
year starting in 2020 – this
deduction is “above-the-line.” The
2020 Standard deduction is $12,400
for individuals and $24,800 for
married couples filing jointly.
Therefore, any donation to qualifying
charities of up to $300 will be added
to the standard rate of deduction.

This deduction applies for 2020 and
beyond.
Itemized Deduction
For people who file for itemized
deductions, the CARES ACT allows
you to take a tax deduction of up to
100% of your Adjusted Gross Income
(AGI) for contributions to qualifying
charities starting in 2020. The new
law temporarily lifts the limits on
charitable giving from 60% of a
taxpayer’s AGI to 100% for 2020.
Corporate Donations
For corporate donors, the CARES
ACT allows an entity to take a tax
deduction of up to 25% of their
Adjusted Tax Income for
contributions to qualifying charities
starting in 2020. The new law
temporarily lifts the limits from 10%
of adjusted taxable income to 25%
for 2020.

HOW DO I LEAVE A LEGACY FOR MY COMMUNITY?
or trust specifying a gift to be
made to family, friends, or United
Way of Otter Tail & Wadena
Counties as part of your estate
plan.

3. Think beyond cash—you can
leave stocks, real estate,
insurance policies and other
property to charitable
organizations.

Start today in 4 easy steps

4. Contact your financial advisor
(a financial planner, lawyer, or
accountant) and ask for help in
establishing a charitable trust.

1. Make sure you have an up-toWhile the annual United Way
date will (or living trust) that
campaign significantly impacts
reflects your charitable
immediate needs, Legacy gifts can
objectives. Without these
provide long-term support and
documents, you surrender
flexibility to meet the emerging
control of your property and
needs of our community well into
assets to the courts.
the future.
A bequest is one of the easiest
gifts to make in your will or trust.
With the help of an advisor, you
can include language in your will
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You trust United Way to make your
philanthropic gift effective. Let us
help you make that difference for
all time.

2. Make your favorite charity a
beneficiary of your life
insurance, pension plan, or
IRA.
THE CONTRIBUTOR

120 East Washington Avenue
Fergus Falls, MN 56537
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
Phone: 218-736-5147
Fax: 218-736-3727
Perham Office: 218-770-9406
Web: uwotw.org

BECOME OUR FAN ON FACEBOOK

@UWOTW1

IMPORTANT INFORMATION TO SHARE!
The Stuff the Bus application will be available
on our website for
Otter Tail County
residents on June 1,
2020 at uwotw.org.

Wadena County residents should contact Lynn
Nesland at MAHUBE-OTWA at (218) 632-3600
or
Tonja White at Wadena County Human Services
if you are in need of help with school supplies in
the Fall of 2020.

UNITED WAY MISSION & IMPACT
Mission - “To improve lives in Otter Tail & Wadena Counties by mobilizing the caring powers in our communities.”
Our Impact - United Way goes beyond temporary fixes to create lasting change that lifts up communities around
Otter Tail & Wadena Counties. By bringing people and organizations together around innovative solutions, we impact
thousands of lives.

